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Cooking with Dyalog 
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“Stefano, what has computer 
science yet to learn from APL?”  
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“Nothing.” 
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“But it’s the best language for a 
programmer who wants to make 
a million dollars” 
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Dyalog applications 

 make financial plans  
 evaluate mortgage portfolios 
 mature pension policies  
 estimate pension-fund liabilities 
 match DNA 

 
 … and enrich their authors 
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How do we get from here… 
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… to here? 

 



1. Learn an 
analytical skill 



2. Write programs 
that help you 



2. Write programs 
that help you 



3. Package them for 
others to use 



4. License them to 
your competitors  
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The Four-Step Programme 

 Acquire an analytical skill  
 Write programs you can use  
 Package them for others to use  
 License them to your competitors  



My lovely code Slick techie stuff 
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What goes in the pot? 
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What goes in the pot? 

 Workspace structure 
 Packaging an EXE  
 Logging events  
 Handling errors  
 Configuration 

settings 
 Test suites  
 Build scripts   
 Storing data 

 Documentation 
 User interfaces  
 Help subsystem 
 Installer  
 Interprocess 

communications 
 Managing source 

code 
 …  
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What goes in the pot? 
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What goes in the pot? 
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What goes in the pot? 
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What goes in the pot? 
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What goes in the pot? 
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Whose cooking? 
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Credentials 
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Credentials 

“Between us we encompass all human knowledge.” 
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All human knowledge 

“Mr Wells knows everything 
that can be known.” 
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All human knowledge 

“And I know the rest.” 



Good as that is…  
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You know other solutions 
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Doubtless better ones 
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We know you’ll contribute 
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A Leanpub book 
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A Leanpub book 

leanpub.com/thedyalogcookbook 
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Written in Markdown 
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… and in Dyalog scripts 
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Collaborate through GitHub 

github.com/5jt/dyalog-cookbook 





License your 
competitors  



Live the dream 



Join the British APL Association 
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Contribute!  

#cookbook at theaplroom.slack.com 
github.com/5jt/dyalog-cookbook 
leanpub.com/thedyalogcookbook 
 
kai@aplteam.com 
sjt@5jt.com  
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